Effect of thioglycolic acid instillation to stop hair growth on the urethral mucosa after urethroplasty with hairy skin in a rat model.
The aim of this study was to investigate the impact of thioglycolic acid on normal urethral mucosa. Twenty-four rats were used. Three control and three study groups were formed each consisting of 4 rats. Controls groups were given 0.9% NaCl and study groups received thioglycolic acid instillation. The groups were allocated according to the time of urethral resection and the number of thioglycolic acid instillations (2, 4 or 8 instillations). The urethras of the rats were resected and examined under a light microscope in control and study groups 1, 2 and 3 on days 15, 30 and 60. There was no difference in the urethral mucosa of rats in the study or control groups, and no differences were found when the study groups were compared to each of the other groups at the microscopic level. The application of thioglycolic acid is an easy and inexpensive way of clearing urethral hair and does not cause pathological changes in the normal urethral mucosa.